
P R OCE DUR AL R ULE S  OF  TH E  LE GISLATIVE
E TH ICS COMMITTE E

1 AP P LICABILITY AND DE F INITIONS.
I. All business of the legisla t ive eth ics commit tee, crea ted by RSA 14-B,

sha ll be governed by these ru les.

II. As used herein , the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
(a ) “Hear ing” is t ha t  procedure wh ich  follows a  st a t emen t  of forma l

cha rges.
(b) “Legisla t ive employee” includes a ll house, sena te, and join t  st a ff 

whether  employed on  a  pa r t -t ime, fu ll-t ime, permanen t , or  t em -
pora ry basis.

(c) “Legisla t ive officer” includes those employees of t he House and
Sena te who a re elect ed by members of t he Genera l Cour t .

(d) “Legisla tor” includes r epresen ta t ives and sena tor s.
(e) “P r oceedin g” in clu des ea ch  st ep t a ken  or  wh ich  m a y be t a ken

u n der  t h ese r u les  wit h  r espect  t o a  com pla in t  filed  wit h  t h e
commit tee a lleging viola t ion  of law, gu ideline, ru le, or  r egu la t ion 
a nd r ela t ing t o t he con du ct  of a n  in dividu a l in  t h e per for m a n ce 
of t he in dividu a l’s du t ies a s a  legisla t or , legisla t ive officer , or 
legisla t ive em ployee.

(f) “Respon den t ” m ea n s a  legisla t or , legisla t ive officer , or  legisla -
t ive em ployee a ga in st  wh om  a  com pla in t  h a s been  filed.

2 ME E T I N G S , C O N D U C T  O F  B U S I N E S S , S T AF F , Q U O R U M, AN D
DISQUALIF ICATION.

I. Th e com m it t ee m a y, by vot e, est a blish  r egu la r  or  s t a t ed m eet in g
da tes. In  addit ion , specia l meet ings of t he commit t ee may be ca lled 
by the cha irperson  or  t he vice-cha irper son , or  a t  t he wr it t en  r equest 
of t h ree members of t he commit t ee.

II. The business of t he commit t ee may be t r ansacted by t elephone, ex- 
ch a n ge of cor r espon den ce, in clu din g cor r espon den ce by elect r on ic 

m ea ns, or  ot her  in for m a l poll of m em ber s, un less one or  m or e m em - 
ber s object ; provided, however , t ha t  no forma l cha rges sha ll be in-
st it u t ed or  forma l proceedings ordered or  un favorable act ion  t aken
aga inst  a  legisla tor  except  upon  delibera t ion  and the a ffirmat ive vote
of a t  lea st  4 members a t  a  meet ing of t he commit t ee.

III. Members of t he commit t ee may pa r t icipa t e in  a  meet ing of t he com -
mit tee by means of a  conference telephone or  simila r  communica t ions 
equipment  by means of which a ll persons par t icipat ing in  the meet ing 
can  hear  each  other  a t  the same t ime. Pa r t icipa t ion  by these means 
sha ll const it u t e presence in  per son  a t  a  meet ing.



IV. Any business conducted ou t side of a  meet ing sha ll be r a t ified a t  t he
next  meet ing of t he commit t ee

V. A qu or u m  for  t h e t r a n sa ct ion  of bu sin ess by t h e com m it t ee sh a ll 
be fou r  members. No act ion  of t he commit t ee sha ll be va lid un less 
concu r r ed in  by fou r  of it s m em ber s, except  a s ot her wise pr ovided
in  these ru les.

VI. No m em ber  of t h e com m it t ee sh a ll pa r t icipa t e in  a n y bu sin ess in
which  h is or  her  impar t ia lit y migh t  r easonably be quest ioned.

3 CONF IDE NTIALITY OF  P R OCE E DINGS.
I. Except  as provided in  th is sect ion , a ll proceedings before the commit- 

tee, and a ll informat ion, communica t ions, mater ia ls, papers, files, and 
t r anscr ipt s, wr it t en  or  ora l, r eceived or  developed by the commit t ee
in  the cour se of t he proceeding, sha ll be confiden t ia l. No member  of
the commit t ee or  it s st a ff and no em ployee of t he com m it t ee sha ll 
disclose such  proceedings, in format ion , communica t ions, ma ter ia ls, 
papers, files, and t r anscr ipt s, except  in  the cour se of officia l du ty or 
a s otherwise au thor ized in  th is sect ion .

II. A respondent  may waive his or  her  r ight  to confident ia lity and request
the commit t ee to conduct  it s in it ia l r eview of t he compla in t  publicly. 
In  such  case, a ll proceedings rela ted to the commit tee’s in it ia l r eview 
of the compla in t , other  t ha n  it s delibera t ions, sha ll be open  to the 
public and the commit tee sha ll make ava ilable for  public in spect ion 
a ll records other  than  it s work product  and in terna l memoranda . The 
respondent  must  not ify the commit tee of the responden t ’s decision  to 
wa ive confiden t ia lity with in  7 days of t he da t e on  the not ice sen t  by 
the commit tee with  the compla in t . The not ice of compla in t  sha ll in - 
clude not ice of th is deadline and expla in  that  a  person  who knowingly 
or  willfu lly makes unau thor ized disclosu r e of con fiden t ia l m a t t er s 
or  mater ia ls may be subject  to a  cr imina l pena lty and disciplina ry 
act ion . The commit tee sha ll prompt ly not ify the compla inan t  of any 
waiver  of confiden t ia lity and no proceeding may take place pr ior  t o 
7 ca lenda r  days of t he da t e of t he not ice sen t  by the commit t ee.

III. Upon complet ion  of it s preliminary invest iga t ion  of a  compla in t  and 
determining to resolve the compla in t  th rough an  informal resolu t ion
or  to in it ia te a  formal hear ing, the commit tee sha ll make ava ilable for
public inspect ion a ll records, other  than it s work product  and in terna l 
memoranda, rela t ing to any the complaint  and sha ll conduct  any sub- 
sequent  proceedings, other  than  it s delibera t ions, in  public session .

IV. If a  legisla tor , legisla t ive officer , or  legisla t ive employee is publicly ac- 
cused, th rough independent  sources, of involvement  in  a  proceeding
before the commit tee, or  publicly accused of conduct  likely to become
the subject  of a  proceeding, the committee may, at  the request  or  with 
the consent  of the legisla tor , legisla t ive officer , or  legisla t ive employee



involved, issue brief public statements as it  deems appropriate in order to 
confirm or deny the pendency of the proceeding, to clarify the procedural
aspects thereof, and to expla in  the r igh t  of the legisla tor , legisla t ive
officer , or  legisla t ive employee to a  fa ir  hear ing without  prejudgment .

V. If t he pendency of a  pr oceedin g befor e t he com m it t ee is  gener a lly
known to the public, th rough  independen t  sou rces, and the subject 
mat ter  thereof is of broad public in terest  or  specu la t ion , and public 
con fiden ce in  t h e a dm in is t r a t ion  of t h e et h ics  gu idelin es  m a y be 
th rea tened because of la ck of in forma t ion  concern ing the st a tus of 
the proceeding and the requ irements of due process, t he commit t ee 
may, on  it s own mot ion , issue br ief st a tements as it  may deem ap- 
propr ia t e in  order  t o confirm the exist ence of t he invest iga t ion , t o 
cla r ify the procedura l a spect s of t he proceeding, and to expla in  tha t 
t he r esponden t  is en t it led to due process.

VI. If t he commit t ee, a t  any st age of a  proceeding, dismisses a  compla in t 
or  for m a l ch a r ges, wh et h er  fr om  in su fficien cy of t h e com pla in t  or 
because there is insufficien t  cause to proceed fu r ther  with  the mat ter
or  for  other  r eason , t he commit t ee sha ll in form the compla inan t  of
such  disposit ion . In  addit ion , t he commit t ee may, a t  t he r equest  or 
with  the consen t  of the responden t , issue a  shor t  explana tory st a t e- 
men t  t o the public.

VII. Any viola t ion  of these provisions rela t ing to confident ia lity sha ll con -
st itu te a  viola t ion  of RSA 14-B and these ru les. The commit t ee may 
enforce these provisions by appropr ia t e proceedings. The commit t ee 
may, a t  the request  of the non-viola t ing pa r ty or  on  it s own  mot ion , 
termina te the proceedings with  or  without  public comment . Notwith - 
st anding the provisions of th is ru le, the commit t ee may disclose to 
a n  a ppr opr ia t e la w en for cem en t  a u t h or it y a n y m a t t er  t h a t  com es 
before it .

4 INITIAL R E VIE W OF  COMP LAINTS.
I. Any individua l m a y subm it  a  com pla in t  a lleging t ha t  a  legisla t or , 

legisla t ive officer , or  legisla t ive employee has viola t ed a  law, gu ide-
line, ru le, or  r egu la t ion  of t he Genera l Cour t .

II . Th e com m it t ee sh a ll in it ia t e a  com pla in t  on  it s  own  m ot ion  a ga in st
a n y in d ividu a l t h e com m it t ee det er m in es  h a s  n ot  com plied  wit h
t h e pr ovis ion s  of RSA 14-B:8, r ega r d in g t h e filin g of a  fin a n cia l 
disclosu r e for m . The ch a ir per son  sh a ll file t h e com pla in t  on  beh a lf 
of t h e com m it t ee a n d is n ot  r equ ir ed t o r ecu se fr om  pa r t icipa t ion 
in  a n y su bsequ en t  pr oceedin gs r ega r din g t h e com pla in t .

III . Each  compla in t  sha ll be submit t ed in  wr it ing and signed under  oa th
by t h e com pla in a n t . Th e r espon den t  sh a ll be fu r n ish ed wit h  a  copy 
of t h e com pla in t , a n d a  copy sh a ll be sen t  t o ea ch  m em ber  of t h e 
com m it t ee for  r eview.



IV. Upon  r eceipt  of wr it t en  n ot ifica t ion  fr om  t h e a t t or n ey gen er a l t h a t 
t h e a t t or n ey gen er a l h a s u n der t a ken  a n  in vest iga t ion  in t o m a t t er s 
r ela t in g t o a n y com pla in t  filed wit h  t h e com m it t ee, t h e com m it t ee 
sh a ll coor din a t e it s  pr oceedin gs wit h  r espect  t o t h e com pla in t  wit h
t h e a t t or n ey gen er a l a n d  sh a ll su spen d it s  pr oceedin gs  u pon  t h e
request  of t he a t torney genera l un t il complet ion  of t he invest iga t ion .

V. The commit t ee sha ll prompt ly examine each  sworn  compla in t . The 
commit tee may summarily discharge the complaint  without  a  meet ing
or  fu r ther  proceeding, in  accordance with  pa ragraph  II of sect ion  2
of t hese r u les, if t h e com m it t ee det er m ines by a n  a ffir m a t ive vot e
of a t  least  4 members tha t  t he compla in t  is fr ivolous, scu r r ilous, or 
r eta lia tory in  na tu re, fa ils to a llege conduct  wh ich  is con t r a ry to the 
law, eth ics gu idelines, ru les or  r egu la t ions, or  is otherwise pla in ly 
not  with in  the commit t ee’s ju r isdict ion .

VI. The commit t ee sha ll conduct  an  in it ia l r eview of each  compla in t  it 
does not  discha rge. The commit t ee sha ll dismiss a  compla in t  a ft er
determin ing:
(a ) That  the commit tee does not  have jur isdict ion to consider  it  under

RSA 14-B;
(b) It  is obviously withou t  mer it ; or
(c) It  is obviously un founded.

VII. Th e com m it t ee sh a ll dism iss a n y com pla in t  a r is in g ou t  of a ct s  or
om ission s occu r r in g m or e t h a n  2 yea r s pr ior  t o t h e r eceipt  of t h e 
compla in t . However , when  the la st  episode of an  a lleged pa t t ern  of 
r ecu r r in g legisla t ive con du ct  a r ises wit h in  t h e 2-yea r  per iod, t h e 
commit tee may consider  a ll pr ior  a ct s or  omissions a lleged to be a 
pa r t  of such  pa t t ern .

VIII. Receipt  by the commit tee of a  compla in t  which  is r epet it ive of a  pr ior
com pla in t , whet her  fr om  t he sa m e or  a  differ en t  sou r ce, following 
disposit ion  of t he in it ia l compla in t , sha ll be acknowledged, bu t  t he 
commit t ee sha ll t ake no fu r ther  act ion  thereon .

IX. Any compla in t  which  appears to have mer it , bu t  which  is defect ive in 
some respect  so tha t  t he commit t ee cannot  act  t hereon , or  r equ ir es 
cla r ifica t ion , m a y be r et u r n ed t o t h e com pla in a n t  for  cla r ifica t ion
and r esubmission .

X. Th e com m it t ee m a y in vit e t h e r espon den t , t h e com pla in a n t , a n d
a n y ot h er  in dividu a l or  in dividu a ls  t h e com m it t ee deem s a ppr opr i-
a t e, t o a ppea r  befor e t h e com m it t ee t o t es t ify or  t o su bm it  wr it t en
eviden ce.

XI. The r esponden t  and compla inan t  sha ll be not ified prompt ly in  wr it -
ing of any act ion  t aken  by the commit t ee pu r suan t  t o th is sect ion .



5 R E SP ONSE  TO COMP LAINT.
I. Except  where the compla in t  has been  discharged or  dismissed pursu - 

an t  t o pa ragraphs IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII of sect ion  4 of t hese ru les,
the respondent  sha ll respond in  wr it ing to the mer it s of the compla in t
with in  14 days of t he da t e the commit t ee not ifies t he pa r t ies t ha t  it
is open ing a  preliminary invest iga t ion . Such  r esponse sha ll be filed 
with  the commit tee which  sha ll ensure tha t  the compla inan t  r eceives 
a  copy of t he r esponse.

II. In  addit ion  to such  r equ ir ed r esponse, t he r esponden t  may submit
to the commit t ee other  r elevan t  ma ter ia ls.

6 P R E LIMINAR Y INVE STIGATION.
I. The com m it t ee m a y or der  a n  invest iga t ion  of a ny com pla in t  pr op-

er ly before it , upon the affirmat ive vote of 4 or  more members of the 
commit t ee t aken  a t  a  meet ing thereof. Such  invest iga t ion  sha ll be 
conducted under  the direct ion  of the cha irperson  and in  such  manner 
a s t he cha irper son  may determine.

II. The commit tee may reta in  an  outside invest iga tor  to assist  in  an  in -
vest igat ion after  obta in ing the approval of the fisca l commit tee of the 
genera l cour t . The invest igator’s dut ies may include in terviewing in - 
dividuals ident ified as having personal knowledge of the facts a lleged, 
affording such individuals an opportunity to submit  informat ion to the 
commit tee, and the collect ion  of evidence relevant  to the compla in t .

III. The r esponden t  sha ll be not ified of t he invest iga t ion , and a fforded
a  r easonable oppor tun ity to presen t  such  r elevan t  ma t t er s a s he or 
she may choose.

IV. In  conduct ing a n  invest iga t ion , t he cha irper son  or  invest iga tor  r e-
t a ined by the commit tee may requ ire tha t  any st a t emen t  or  wr it t en 
in format ion  fu rn ished to the commit t ee be given  under  oa th  or  a f- 
fir m a t ion  subject  t o t he pen a lt ies for  per ju r y or  fa lse swea r in g in 
officia l proceedings pu r suan t  t o RSA 641.

V. I f t h e in vest iga t ion  does n ot  d isclose su fficien t  ca u se t o wa r r a n t
fu r t h er  pr oceedin gs , t h e com m it t ee sh a ll d ism iss  t h e com pla in t , 
a nd sha ll pr om pt ly not ify t h e r espon den t  a n d t h e com pla in a n t  in 
wr it ing of such  dism issa l. In  ot her  ca ses not  t hough t  found t o m er it 
t he pr esen t a t ion  of for m a l cha r ges a nd hea r ing, t he com m it t ee m a y 
in for m a lly r esolve t he m a t t er  wit h  t h e con sen t  of t h e r espon den t . 
Su ch  in for m a l r esolu t ion  m a y t a ke t h e for m  of wr it t en  a dvice or 
a dm on ishm en t , t he r equ ir em en t  of r em edia l a ct ion , or  t h e im posi- 
t ion  of con dit ion s, or  a n y com bin a t ion  t h er eof. Th e con sen t  of t h e 
r espon den t  t o in for m a l r esolu t ion  of t h e m a t t er  sh a ll con st it u t e a 
wa iver  of h is or  h er  r igh t  t o a  h ea r in g.



7 STATE ME NT OF  F OR MAL CH AR GE S, NOTICE  OF  H E AR ING, 
AND ANSWE R .

I. If, a ft er  prelimina ry invest iga t ion  the commit t ee concludes, by the 
a ffirma t ive vote of 4 or  more members t aken  a t  a  meet ing, t ha t  for - 
ma l proceedings shou ld be in st it u t ed to inqu ir e in to any compla in t ,
it  sha ll prepa re and file a  forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges and sha ll set
a  t im e a nd pla ce of h ea r in g. Th e com m it t ee sh a ll pr om pt ly ser ve 
the responden t  by cer t ified mail, postage prepa id, with  a  copy of t he 
forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges together  with  a  not ice of hea r ing.

II. The formal st a tement  of charges sha ll (1) con ta in  a  clea r  summary of
the allegat ions against  the claims forming the basis of such a llegat ions 
(including fact s developed by the invest iga t ion ), (2) iden t ify and cit e 
t hose provisions of t he la w, et h ics gu idelines, r u les or  r egu la t ions 
a lleged to have been  viola ted, and (3) advise the r esponden t  of h is 
or  her  du ty to answer  a s provided in  pa ragraph  VI.

III. The forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges together  with  the not ice of hea r ing 
sha ll be served on  the r esponden t  a t  lea st  21 days pr ior  t o the hea r -
ing da te a ssigned.

IV. The not ice of hea r ing sha ll include the following:
(a ) t he da t e, t ime, and place of t he hea r ing;
(b) t he fact  t ha t  both  the commit t ee and the r esponden t  may be r ep-

resen ted by counsel a t  t he hea r ing, may secu re the a t t endance
of witnesses and the product ion  of documen t s by subpoena , and 
may examine and cross-examine witnesses;

(c) t he iden t ity of any specia l counsel for  t he commit t ee; and
(d) the fact  tha t  a ll fu r ther  not ices concern ing the hear ing, including

any adjou rnmen t s t hereof, sha ll be given  by the cha irper son  or 
pu r suan t  t o h is or  her  dir ect ion .

V. The commit t ee sha ll give not ice to the compla inan t  of t he da t e, t ime, 
a nd pla ce of t he hea r ing. The com pla ina n t  sha ll be en t it led t o a t -
t end the hea r ing a s an  observer , and may be r equ ir ed to a t t end and
pa r t icipa t e therein  a s a  witness, bu t  sha ll have no other  funct ion  or 
r igh t  with  r espect  t o the hea r ing.

VI. With in  14 days a ft er  r eceipt  of t he forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges, t he
responden t  sha ll file an  answer  with  the commit t ee, set t ing for th  a ll 
den ia ls, a ffir m a t ive defen ses, m it iga t in g cir cu m st a n ces a n d ot h er 
mat ter s which  the responden t  in tends to ra ise a t  t he hea r ing. The 
answer  sha ll be in  wr it ing and signed by the r esponden t .

VII. At  any t ime pr ior  to final decision, the commit tee may a llow or  require
an  amendment  of the forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges, a nd ma y a llow 
an  amendment  of the answer . When  an  amendment  is made to the 
forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges, whether  before or  a ft er  commencemen t



of the hear ing, the responden t  sha ll be a fforded a  r easonable oppor - 
tun ity to answer  the mat ter s newly charged, a s det ermined by the 
cha irperson , and sha ll answer  such  ma t ter s with in  the t ime a llowed. 
In  any such  case, the responden t  sha ll a lso be a fforded a  r easonable 
t ime, a s determined by the cha irper son , in  wh ich  to prepa re h is or 
her  defense to the ma t t er s newly a lleged.

VIII. For  good cause shown , the cha irper son  may extend the t ime with in
which  the responden t  is r equ ired to file h is or  her  answer , and may 
gran t  a  con t inuance of t he schedu led hea r ing, bu t  no such  extension 
or  con t inuance sha ll be for  a  per iod longer  than  30 days withou t  t he 
concur rence of t he commit t ee.

IX. The commit t ee may t ermina te the proceeding and dismiss the com -
pla in t  and formal st a tement  of charges following the answer  by the 
r esponden t  or  a t  any t ime therea ft er , and sha ll in  t ha t  even t  give 
not ice to the respondent  and the compla inant  tha t  it  has found insuf- 
ficien t  cause to proceed.

8 DISCOVE R Y AND SUBP OE NA P OWE R S .
I. At  any t ime after  the filing of a  formal sta tement  of charges, the re- 

spondent  or  h is or  her  counsel sha ll, upon writ ten  request , be ent it led,
as a  mat ter  of course:
(a ) t o obta in  the names and addresses of a ll per sons known to the

commit t ee to have r elevan t  in forma t ion ; and
(b) t o examine and copy any of t he following:

(1) st a t emen t s of t he compla inan t ;
(2) sta tements of persons claiming to have knowledge of the acts,

omissions or  events under lying the formal proceeding;
(3) invest iga t ive r epor t s made by or  for  t he commit t ee in  con -

nect ion  with  the proceeding; and
(4) any other  writ ing or  item which is relevant  to the proceeding,

or  which  appears likely to lead to relevant  in format ion .

II. The r esponden t  sha ll make ava ilable to the commit t ee, a s a  ma t t er
of cou r se, u pon  t h e wr it t en  r equ est  of t h e ch a ir per son , or  specia l 
counsel, any specified ma ter ia l wh ich  wou ld be discoverable in  civil 
proceedings in  th is st a t e.

III. Not h ing in  t h is sect ion  sha ll a u t hor ize a ccess t o a ny in for m a t ion ,
writ ing, or  other  item which is pr ivileged by law, or  which is protected 
a s an  a t torney’s work product .

IV. The commit t ee sha ll have the power  to subpoena  witnesses, compel 
t heir  a t t endance and t est imony, and requ ire the product ion  of books, 
r ecords, documents, or  other  evidence or  mater ia l deemed relevan t  to
the invest iga t ion  or  hear ing. Such  subpoena  powers may be exercised
for  t he commit t ee by the cha irper son .



V. The subpoena  powers of the commit tee sha ll be exercised on  beha lf of
the respondent  upon h is or  her  wr it ten  request  or  the wr it ten  request
of h is or  her  counsel. The cha irper son  sha ll det ermine whether  t he 
r equest  is r elevan t  t o the invest iga t ion  or  hea r ing.

9 CONDUCT OF  H E AR ING.
I. The hea r ing sha ll be open  t o t he public. No hea r ing sha ll be held 

withou t  a  quorum of members physica lly presen t . The delibera t ions
of the commit t ee sha ll be conducted in  nonpublic session .

I I . Th e com m it t ee m a y pr oceed wit h  t h e h ea r in g a t  t h e t im e a n d pla ce
fixed, wh et h er  or  n ot  t h e r espon den t  h a s  filed  a n  a n swer  or  a p- 
pea r s  for  t h e h ea r in g. Th e com m it t ee m a y dr a w a n  u n fa vor a ble 
in fer en ce fr om  t h e fa ilu r e of t h e r espon den t  t o a n swer  or  a ppea r ; 
bu t  n o su ch  fa ilu r e, s t a n din g a lon e, sh a ll be su fficien t  t o m eet  t h e 
s t a n da r d  of pr oof.

III. A viola t ion  of t he law, eth ics gu idelines, ru le, or  r egu la t ion  sha ll be
established by clea r  and convincing evidence. The r esponden t  sha ll 
not  be r equ ir ed to t est ify or  presen t  a ffir m a t ive evidence in  h is or 
her  own  beha lf.

IV. The r esponden t  sha ll be en t it led to counsel of h is or  her  choice, and 
sha ll have the r igh t  t o adduce evidence, produce and cross-examine
witnesses, and presen t  a ll r elevan t  a rgumen t s.

V. The commit t ee sha ll not  be bound by the t echn ica l ru les of evidence, 
and may admit  evidence wh ich  it  consider s t o be r eliable, ma ter ia l,
and r elevan t . The cha irper son  sha ll ru le on  object ions to the r eceipt
of evidence, subject  to being over ru led by a  ma jor ity of t he commit - 
t ee presen t  a t  the hear ing. The cha irper son  may defer  ru ling on  an 
object ion  to the r eceipt  of evidence, a nd a dm it  evidence subject  t o 
la t er  ru ling thereon .

VI. The hea r ing sha ll be r ecorded verba t im  by st enograph ic, elect ron ic,
or  other  means approved by the commit t ee. A fr ee t r anscr ipt  of t he 
hea r ing sha ll be pr ovided t o t h e r espon den t  a n d t h e com pla in a n t 
upon  r equest , who may a lso t ape r ecord the hea r ing.

VII. Th e decision  of t h e com m it t ee sh a ll be ba sed solely on  t h e r ecor d 
evidence pr esen t ed t o t he com m it t ee a t  t he hea r ing, bu t  sha ll not
be ba sed solely on  hea r sa y evidence. The com m it t ee sha ll exclude
from it s considera t ion  any in format ion  r eviewed in  ea r lier  st ages of 
t he proceeding, un less such  in for m a t ion  is r eceived in  evidence a t 
t he hea r ing so a s t o become a  pa r t  of t he r ecord.

VIII. Th e decision  of t h e com m it t ee sh a ll be ba sed solely on  t h e r ecor d 
evidence pr esen t ed t o t he com m it t ee a t  t he hea r ing, bu t  sha ll not
be ba sed solely on  hea r sa y evidence. The com m it t ee sha ll exclude



from it s considera t ion  any in format ion  reviewed in  ea r lier  st ages of 
t he proceeding, un less such  in for m a t ion  is r eceived in  evidence a t 
t he hea r ing so a s t o become a  pa r t  of t he r ecord.

10 DISP OSITIONS F OLLOWING H E AR ING.
I. The commit t ee sha ll issue it s decision  with in  14 days a ft er  t he hea r - 

ing. If a  ma jor ity of commit tee members feel tha t  more t ime is neces- 
sa ry to r each  a  decision , t h is t ime per iod may be extended by up to
an  addit iona l 14 days.

II. If the commit tee decides that  a  violat ion of the law, ethics guidelines,
rules, or  regulat ions has not  been established, the complaint  shall be 
dismissed, and the respondent  and the complainant  shall be so not ified.

III. If t he commit t ee det ermines tha t  t here has been  a  viola t ion  of t he
la w, et h ics gu idelin es, r u les, or  r egu la t ion s bu t  t h a t  t h e viola t ion
is not  of a  su fficien t ly ser ious na tu re to war r a n t  t he im posit ion  of 
formal discipline by the Legisla tu re, it  sha ll dispose of t he ma t t er  by 
in formal resolu t ion . Such  disposit ion  may t ake the form of wr it t en 
advice or  pr iva t e admonishmen t , r equ ir em en t  of cor r ect ive a ct ion , 
direct ion  of professiona l counseling or  a ssist ance, imposit ion  of con - 
dit ions on  the specified conduct , or  other  simila r  r emedia l act ion , or 
any combina t ion  of the foregoing. All admonishmen t s, r epr imands, 
and other  in forma l adjustmen t s sha ll be r educed to wr it ing.

IV. If t he commit t ee det ermines tha t  t here was improper  conduct  based 
upon  clea r  and convincing evidence and the improper  conduct  was
of a  ser iou s n a t u r e so a s t o wa r r a n t  for m a l disciplin a r y a ct ion  it
sha ll prepa re a  summary r epor t  of t he delibera t ions r ega rding the 
compla in t  and of it s findings. The r epor t  sha ll con ta in  any specific 
r ecommenda t ions concern ing disciplina ry act ions to be imposed.
(a ) In  cases involving a  legisla tor , or  officer  of the legisla ture, the com-

mit tee shall submit  it s repor t  to the speaker  of the house of repre- 
senta t ives and senate president . The repor t  may recommend one 
or  more of the following disciplinary act ions: repr imand, censure,
expulsion , or  denia l or  limita t ion  of any r igh t , power , pr ivilege, or
immunity of the legisla tor  that  the const itut ion of New Hampshire 
permits the genera l cour t  to deny or  limit . Before any disciplinary 
act ion may be taken against  a  legisla tor  or  against  an  officer  of 
the legisla ture, the repor t  sha ll be ra t ified by the legisla tor ’s or 
by the officer ’s respect ive body of the genera l cour t .

(b) In  cases involving an  employee of the legisla ture, except  in  cases
involving an employee of the legislature employed by the legislat ive 
budget  assistant , the commit tee shall submit  its report  to the join t 
commit tee on legisla t ive facilit ies. In  cases involving an  employee 
of the legisla tu re employed by the legisla t ive budget  a ssist an t , 
the commit tee sha ll submit  it s r epor t  to the fisca l commit tee of



the genera l cour t . The join t  commit tee on  legisla t ive facilit ies, or 
the fisca l commit tee of the genera l cour t , sha ll determine wha t 
disciplinary act ion shall be taken against  the employee. In  mak- 
ing it s determinat ion, the join t  commit tee on  legisla t ive facilit ies 
or  the fisca l commit tee of the genera l cour t  as appropr ia te may 
use any of the specific recommendat ions concerning disciplinary 
act ions which  a re conta ined in  the repor t  which  it  receives.

V. Any member  who dissen t s from the det ermina t ion  of t he commit t ee
may prepare a  minor ity opin ion  which  sha ll be appended to the repor t
of t he commit t ee.

VI. The commit t ee sha ll a lso prepa re a  r ecord of t he proceeding, wh ich
sha ll include the commit tee’s forma l st a t emen t  of cha rges, t he an - 
swer  of the responden t , any other  pleadings, and a  t r anscr ipt  of t he 
hear ing. The commit tee’s repor t  sha ll be filed with  the clerk of t he 
appropr ia t e body of t he legisla t u r e. Con t em por a neously wit h  such 
filing, copies sha ll be served on  the r esponden t .

VII. If t he r esponden t  r esigns from office or  employmen t  or  r eaches the
end of h is or  her  t erm of office wh ile an  invest iga t ion  is pending or 
pr ior  t o t he issua nce of a  fin a l r u lin g by t h e com m it t ee, t h e com - 
mit t ee may issue a  finding on  the compla in t . The finding sha ll not 
const it u t e a  for m a l a ct ion  bu t  sha ll becom e pa r t  of t he com m it t ee 
records. The finding may be considered when  determin ing whether 
there is a  pa t t ern  of recu r r ing legisla t ive conduct  if t he r esponden t 
serves a s a  legisla tor , legisla t ive officer , or  legisla t ive employee in 
subsequen t  yea r s.

11 USE  OF  CLOSE D F ILE S .
A closed file may be r efer r ed to by the commit t ee in  subsequen t  proceedings 
in  the following cir cumstances:

I. Where a  compla in t  or  forma l cha rges ha ve been  dismissed for  a ny 
r eason  or  t here has been  a  finding of in su fficien t  cause to proceed, 
and the subsequen t  proceeding ra ises simila r  a llega t ions aga inst  the 
responden t  or  is based upon  a  simila r  occur rence or  factua l situa t ion , 
t he closed file may be used to exonera t e the r esponden t  or  may be
made a  pa r t  of t he invest iga t ion  of t he new compla in t ; or

II. Where, a ft er  t he disposit ion  of a  pr ior  proceeding by in forma l r esolu-
t ion , the responden t  fa ils t o r efr a in  from act ing in  the manner  tha t 
caused the pr ior  compla in t  t o be filed and a  subsequen t  compla in t 
is filed a lleging simila r  conduct  which  is est ablished or  proven , t he 
closed file may be used as evidence t ending to show tha t  t he problem 
is a  con t inu ing one; or

III . Wh er e, followin g t h e h ea r in g of su bsequ en t  r ela t ed or  u n r ela t ed 
ch a r ges, t h e com m it t ee det er m in es t h a t  a  viola t ion  of t h e la w, et h -



ics gu idelin es, r u le or  r egu la t ion  h a s occu r r ed, t h e closed file m a y 
be r efer r ed t o in  con n ect ion  wit h  t h e decision  a s t o t h e n a t u r e of 
t h e in for m a l r esolu t ion  t o be im posed by t h e com m it t ee or  a s t o t h e 
disciplin a r y a ct ion  t o be r ecom m en ded t o t h e Legisla t u r e.

Ad op t e d : Ap r i l  27, 1992
Am e n d e d : Ma y  18, 1994
Am e n d e d : Ma y  22, 2002
Am e n d e d : Ma y  20, 2004
Am e n d e d : De ce m b e r  7, 2016
Am e n d e d : Au gu s t  29, 2018
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